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HOWandRICH:/ 


IMPARTIAL ACCOUNT of the Proceedings ar the late Eleftion 
of Burgelles for the Burrough ot Southwark, 


Wherein are Diſcovered, 


The palpable Forgeries of Elephant Smith in his pretended Relation of the ſame. 


| By one of the Loyal Inhabitants of that antient Burrough. 


UR Bromidgam-Proteſtant Intelligencer 
| having not only obtruded himfelt upon 
us, at the time of our Etkhion, as (e- 
veral others did unſcnt for, but alſo 
concerned himſelf fo far about our Pro- 
ceedings in that affair, as to arraign the wildgm ot 
ur Burrough, to beſpatter our Repreſentatives, and 
a5 an utter Abhcrrer of Truth and Modeſty, 'to pub- 
liſh in his Print fo many riotorious Falfhoods in fa- 
vour of cne Party,] have thought it a jult dcbt co my 
Neighbours to give the World a truc and impartial 
Account of the whole matter. 

The Genttemen who were our Burgeffes in the 
two foregoing Parliaments, had acquitted them- 
ſelves fo well, that *ewas generally expected that 
they would have been unanimouſly defired to actept 
of the Truſt again 3 but ſome Strangers and th-yſe 
no ſmall thinking it ſeems. that they were ht- 
tcr to chaofe for us, than we for our (elves, made 
- allthe Intereſt they could for two other Perfons. 

So that the Comp-titors were Six Richard How, Knt. 
and Peter Rich, Eſq, Edward Smith, Eſt; Steward 
© of the Burrough- Court, and Slingrby Bethel, Eſq, one- 
of the preſent Sheriffs of London. | 
' Sir Rich. Hm and Mr. Rich, are Gentlemen of 

approved Loyalty and Integrity, publickly known 
to be true Engliſh Proteltants, antient Inhabitants 
in the Neighbourhood, and liberal BenefaCtors to 
the Poor of our Burrough, and who have always 

uitted themſelves with great Reputation in con- 
{1derable Offices of Truf:, both Civil ant Milicary, 
and faithfully diſcharged their Duty as our Repre- 
ſcntatives in the two tormer Parliaments. 

Mr. $jt%, is a perſon not altogether unknown 
to the lohabitants, having long enjoyed a profitable 
place among them, and one of Loyalty enough to 
recommend him to the good opinion of the better 
(ort of the Burghcrs, had not himſelf and his Inte- 
x(t been tack'd to Mr. Bethet, who was indeed 
ſufficiently emincnt tor the Figure he made in the 
late Revolutions, but now no otherwile known to 
the Electors, but by the Lngular Menage of his pre- 
ſent Ofhce,and by the Perſons who ſolicited tor him 
and accompanicd him to the placc of Election. 

Thurſday, Feb. 10. bcing the day appointed for 
the Choice, the Writ was read at St. Margarets Hill, 
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and thopgh a Poll was demanded for Hone and Rich, 
yet a View was atterwards carnctly infilted on by 
the D. of Bxckiugham, 30d other the Adherents w 
Smith and Bethel, but this was generally oppoſed an; 
decricd : not but that the Friends of How. and Righ 
might have fately ventured on a View, had they 
had an Elephant or any other rare (hqw, as the 
others had a Star, to attra& the gazing Mobile ; but 
becauſe it coald not decide the Election, nor anſwer 
any qther good purpoſe, the Bailiff adjourned to the 


Artiltery-Ground, the Place before appointcd and 
mutually agreed upon tor the Poll, However his 


Grace being rc(olv'd to have a View, though but go 
himſelfand party, drew up into St. George's- Fields, 
where as themſelves report, there appeared above 
Sooo men for Smith and Bethel; though the trugh 
is, when it came to Trial, there werenot 3000 on 
both ſides. Art the opzning of the Poll! the Byliff, 
to thew his own Impartiality, and to prevent all 
future mil underftandings, defned the Competi- 
tors to agree among, themſelvcs upon the methods 
of Proce.ding. Upon which it was conſented to 
berween them, and that Agreement endorſed 


* the Pol Book, that when the Polling-Phce, which 


would contain about 150, was full, the door ſhould 
be thut, and no others admitted till all thoſe within 
cre poll'd off and difcharg'd at a Back-door. And 
atter ſome diſcourſe of the Qualitications of che 
E'cctors, it was agreed, that, according to antienc 
uſage, all Houſe-keepers, not receiving Alms, thould 
be pollable. And that no others might be received, 
care was taken by mutual conſent, that the Beadleg 
and other Officers of the reſpeCtive Pariſhes / and 
what other perſons any of the Candidates did de- 
lire ) ſhould be preſent to take notice of all thar 
offered themſelves to the Poll, to whom all othee 
neceſlary Interrogatories were (triQ!y put, before the 
Queſtion Who are you for ? Moreover by the care and 
appointment of the Neighbouring Juſtices of the 
Peace, and the Bailiff, all the Conttables of the Bur- 
rough attended in and about the Polling place, to 
prevent any Tumult or diſorder. # 

In this method all things were impartially 
and reaceahly carried, till on Tweſday follow- 
ing about Twelve of the Glock the Poll becam: 
dry ,- of which fcveral Proclamations being made, 
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as well within doors as without, the Bailiff by 
conſent of all the Candidates cloſed the Book , 
and adjourn'd to the Talbot-Inn, where t « 
being calt up, th? numbers for each ( according 
to Elephant-Smith's own Accompt , which with the 
number of the aſcending ſteps to the door of the 
Polling-hovuſe, is all the material Truth in the whole 
Narrative } were as follweth, Hyw,1622, Rich,1616, 
Smith, 1347. Babel, 1334. 

Now that Hew and Rich had the majority on theic 
ſide upon the ſcore of pure merit, will appear from 
the conlideration, that the other two had in many 
other reſpeQs the advantage of them 3 For 

I. The Bailift of the Burrough having a depen- 
dence upon Mr. Smith, the Steward of the Court- 
Leet, it is to be ſuppoſed, that if he would have 
been partial ( which to do him right, we acknow- 
ledge he was not }) it would have been in favour of 
Mr. Smith and his Partner. And the Bailiffs men 
which Elephant Smith tikes notice of, are alſo the 
Stewards Bailifts, and hold their placcs at his plea- 
ſure, ſo that, as they hope for bread, they are bound 
to ſerve his Intereſt ; whereas How and Rich could 
hope for no more than Jultice frem any of them. 

IT. 1f I ſhould write after Elephant Smith's Copy, 
and truſt to Common Fame, I might tell you of a 
famous diſſcnting Proteftant Divine in the Neigh- 
bourhood _ who 2 little before the E'eRtion laid him- 
ſelf forth with great zeal to ſtir up his Auditors to 
a liberal contribution for ſome ſecret ſervice which 
he did not think fit to name, which lecret ſervice is 
by the ſame Fame ſaid tobe the purchaſing the Votes 
of the Sobcr Party, with whom dry Money is a bet- 
tcr Argument than Ale. But to take leave of that 
known Jilt, Common Fame, Elephant Smith's Miſtris 
it is certain 

HI. That How and Rich, in the exccution of their 
Office of Juſtices of the Peace for the County of 
Surrey, had diſobligecd a great part ct the Priſoners 
of che King-Bench, by being ſomewhat nice in in- 
rcxpreting the Ten-pound-Act, ard refuling to diſ- 
charge them by wholeſale;which is a ſufficient proot 
of the Knavery of Elephant Smith's attributicg their 
ſucceſs to the Votes of Beggers and Priſoners, 

IV. And laſtly, Amorgit the many cntle and 
ſimple ſticklers who (wore, diank and lama d tor 
the carrying on the Cauſe, _—_ Smith himſelf, 
overcharg'd with abundance of Ale and Zeal, vcry 
fluently viſembogu'd himſelf among a Croud of 
El.ors, as follweth, Av, Sirs, what dye mean ? Is 
the Devil in your bearts and the Pope in your b:lies ? 
IVould ye bave your bonſes fired about your Ears again ? 
I ſpeak, to you that are for How and Rich, Js the Devil 
in your bearts and the Pope in your Bellies, &c. T ſpeak 
T jay, to you that are for How and Rich, Which 
being d.livered with a diſmal tzcc, and in a Tone 


(which'*cis the Printers unhappineſs that he hath not 
MulicR-notes to expreſs ) it mult needs be a great 
diſadvantage to thoſe Gentlemen to have ſuch 
powerful Rhetorick engaged agzinlt them, and n0- 
thing but their own merits to plead for them, 

Notwithſtanding all which diſadvantages it ap- 
pears by the foremention'd Computation, that How 
and Rich were duly choſen Members for our Bur- 
rough, and they will accordingly be return'd. | 

Je mult not be conceal'd. that there were many 

rols flanders invented by Knaves and divulged by 
Fools {0 weaken the Interelt of How and Rich, which 
as Chrittians they forgive, and as Gentlemen they 
deſpiſc. 

Whereas mighty Complaints are made on the 
other fide of ſome light Indecencies unavoidablc in 
ſuch Popular ElcCtions, and for which the body of 
the Burrough is not accountable, 

Who could help itit ſome Waggs, by the Emble- 
matical Black-Pudding and the tamiſh'd Mouſe, in- 
tended an abuſive Repreſentation of the Gentleman- 
Strangers Nine-penny Ordinary abroad, and his 
empty Cupboard at home ? 

He mult thaok himſelf, if by chreatning to pull 
the King's Watermans Coat over his Ears, he pro* 
vok'd him to reply, Ay, Sir, fo perbaps you would my 
MaſterZ100, if it were in your Porper. 

"Twas unlucky, that the Bailiff, by being ſo even 
in his management of the Poll as to interrogate the 
High-Sherift of Surrey, whether he had a who'e 
houſe to hiniſ{clf thould give occaſion toa By-ſtander 
to remark, that- there was a High-Sherift preſent 
that was no Houſe-keeper. 

The rumor of his being married to Nell Gwyn did 
never obtain to his ka and had ended with the 
Poll, had not he afterwards taken ſo much pains ac 
the Amſterdam-Coft.e-houſe to purge himſclt in that 
matter, 

But certajnly ſuch-petty inſtances of Our-Town- 
Raillery cannot bear out an Appcal, ſo much talk'd 
of, to the Wiſdom and Gravity of ſo Auguſt an Aſ- 
{embly as the Houſe of Commons; though perhaps 
the faireſt pretence towards it lies on the ſide of the 
Inmates, who may with ſome colour complain that 
they werercjcctcd at the Poll,when one of their own 
CharaQtcr was admitted a Competitor, and who as 
the Kings Subjects in common, ( and having Reli- 
gion and Lives and Wives,as wellas other men) may 
delire to be repreſented by one, whorn pcrhaps they 
conceive obliged to endeavour the Relaxation of the 
ſeverity of the Laws at preſent in force againlt them. 

But I at firlt delign'd only a bare Relation of Mat- 
ter of Fat, and therefore to obſerve the Rule of 
leaving off whcn I have done, I ſhall trouble the 
Reader no farther. 

FINIS. 
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